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Amended 9/11/18


Introduced by Council Member Morgan & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Schellenberg, Pittman, Anderson, Gulliford, Crescimbeni, Boyer, Hazouri, Newby, Bowman, Becton, Dennis, Ferraro, Freeman, Gaffney, Love, White,  and Wilson and amended on the Floor of Council:


RESOLUTION 2018-600-A
 A RESOLUTION HONORING JACKSONVILLE FIRE FIGHTERS ON THE OCCASION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF JACKSONVILLE FIRE FIGHTERS, LOCAL 122, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
fire fighters are in the heroic vanguard of first-responders that skillfully meet the community’s needs when danger, hazards and emergencies occur; the lot of  fire fighters’ lives are always fraught with danger and life-threating issues; and

WHEREAS,
for years, Jacksonville fire fighters were bereft of meaningful salaries, health insurance and other benefits for their families and decent and humane shifts; it was said that fire horses often seemed to receive better care; and

WHEREAS, in September 1918, Jacksonville fire fighters applied for and received a charter to become Local 122 of the International Association of Fire Fighters; the IAFF had been organized the previous February and Jacksonville fire fighters had organized to collectively bargain to redress grievances; and
WHEREAS,
at the outset, Jacksonville fire fighters met stiff opposition to collective bargaining; when the fire fighters sought to express their issues to the Fire Chief and City leaders, the Fire Chief fired them for asserting their concerns; in response, nearly one hundred fire fighters resigned in protest in what was essentially a strike; after investigating the conflict, the City Council, Mayor and Governor decided that the fire fighters were right; and

WHEREAS,
though City officials conceded fire fighters were right in expressing their concerns and rehired them, fire fighters were  prohibited from organizing or joining a union; Jacksonville fire fighters persisted in their efforts to organize and collectively redress their grievances, particularly the seventy-two hour per week schedule; after surmounting numerous obstacles, Jacksonville fire fighters prevailed and following court rulings in 1968, Jacksonville fire fighters were granted the right to join a union and to collectively bargain; membership in Local 122 grew quickly; and
WHEREAS,
Jacksonville fire fighters of IAFF Local 122 became pioneers in the delivery of fire-based emergency medical services, hazardous material response, technical and special rescue and confined space rescue; Jacksonville fire fighters of Loca1 122 have become  an impressive and vital component in our City as is evident in Local 122’s members’ involvement in charitable and civic activities; in the ensuing years since Local 122 was formally recognized, the relationship between the Jacksonville Association  of Fire Fighters, Local 122, IAFF, the City of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department has seen a stable, mutually respectful relationship; we salute  Jacksonville Local 122; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor Jacksonville fire fighters on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Jacksonville Association of Fire Fighters, Local 122, International Association of Fire Fighters.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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